238                              Ireland.                           [CHAP.
subject led to further and larger demands from Ireland.
England had treated Protestant Ireland as a subject colony;
she had asserted and enforced claims to bind Ireland by her
laws; she kept the Irish Parliament in bondage by Poynings'
Law; she had deprived the Irish House of Lords of its
jurisdiction in appeals; she had denied to Irishmen valuable
rights she had secured for herself in 1688. This whole course
of policy had been denounced, from time to time, by dis-
tinguished Irishmen; it was now assailed by a rising flood tide
of opinion. The impending triumph of the American cause
gave new strength to a general impulse; America had been a
contemned dependency; her example was not to be lo'st on
Protestant Ireland. A cry for legislative independence, and
for a radical change in the system of English rule in Ireland,
went forth, and spread all over the country; it found expression
in the different Public Bodies, from Corporate Towns to the
County Grand Juries. But, as may be supposed, its great
exponent was the formidable and invincible Volunteer force,
which had continued rapidly to grow in numbers, and had
become a disciplined, even a well equipped army, under
officers, many of whom had experience in the field. The attitude
of the Volunteers remained unchanged; they proclaimed their
loyalty to the Crown and to England, but insisted that Ireland
should obtain liberty; their weight in the scale of events was
decisive, for the Government had no means to withstand their
purpose, and they gathered to their side the moral forces, whicH
otherwise might have been arrayed against them, by remaining
steady supporters of order and law. The movement became
so powerful, that the Ministry in England learned with
alarm, that magistrates and even judges were not inclined to
give effect in Ireland to an English statute, and sheriffs to
execute an English judgment "The independence of Irish
legislation,7' wrote the successor of Buckinghamshire, Lord
Carlisle, " has become the creed of the kingdom/'